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Dr. Paul Downward is Reader in Sports Economics in the Sport Policy and 
Management Research Group of the School of Sport Exercise and Health 
Sciences at Loughborough University. He has published widely on all aspects of 

sports in sports economics and management journals, general economics and business 
journals, and in a large number of edited volumes on sport. He is also the author of two 
research-textbooks on sports economics (The Economics of Professional Team Sports with 
Alistair Dawson, and Sports Economics, with Alistair Dawson and Trudo Dejonghe). He has 
undertaken consultancy projects for a variety of UK sport bodies, including UK Sport and 
Sport England, as well as various governing bodies. He is a founding editorial board member 
of the Journal of Sports Economics, as well as serving as the Associate Editor for European 
Sport Management Quarterly. He is also on the editorial boards of Sport Management 
Review and the Journal of Sport and Tourism. He has given a number of number of keynote 
presentations; notably on the social –scientific analysis of health and life-style at the ECSS 
annual conference in Belgrade, at workshops organised before the FIFA World cup in 
Germany, and numerous international workshops on the economic approach to sports 
participation in Germany, Spain and the Netherlands. Dr Downward has also served on UK 
Sport’s Research Advisory Group, and currently serves on UEFA’s Research Grants 
Committee. 
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